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original question


With reference to and illustrations from John’s gospel, discuss the theological Ideas behind the themes of:





Light





Signs





Truth





With reference to the religious background of John and his ordinal readers


Discuss the IDEAS behind the Theme. 


Not the theme and not my research or interpretation








Light





Light is God’s chosen element, he chose it to stand for good and not for evil. He chose it to stand for truth and reveling of truth. He chose it to expose evil and as an analogy for his omniscient presence. And for its ability to drive out darkness. God chose light for a symbol of him self. It is interesting that it was the first thing God created in this universe (aside from the universe). 


The theme Light starts of in John almost immediately.  John’s gospel starts like this:


1:1 In the beginning was the Word (capital letter meaning a person Jesus Christ) , and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. …1:4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.


From this passage, only 4 verses in to the book, it is plain that Jesus ,the Word, is the light of men. It also says that the darkness hasn’t understood this light. In John when Jesus is talking he says this 3:19 “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.”    This passage clearly shows what happened,  Jesus who is the light of the world came to earth so that people could walk in the light but the people declined because they were evil and feared that the light would expose their sin. However if some one lives by truth the light ,instead of showing the evil,  will show how God has worked through that person’s life. Throughout the gospel of John,  Jesus is spoken of as the light, When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."� Yet we as Christians are also said to be the light of the earth. 14 "You are the light of the world. …, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. �  This creates a problem, If Jesus is the light of the world how can we be as well?  This can be easily rectified because we find out from scripture that we are commanded to continue Jesus ministry here on earth. We are being his witnesses to non-christians and are therefore shining his light out through us. This also means that if we do not represent Christ in the way  he wants we are letting him down. Pretty serious stuff!





 














TRUTH





The theological Idea behind truth,








In the dictionary it say that truth is …


Conformity to fact or actuality. 


A statement proven to be or accepted as true.


 Sincerity; integrity. 


Fidelity to an original or a standard. 


Reality; actuality.


Christian Science GOD.





�1 a archaic : FIDELITY, CONSTANCY b : sincerity in action, character, and utterance�2 a (1) : the state of being the case : FACT (2) : the body of real things, events, and facts : ACTUALITY (3) often capitalized : a transcendent fundamental or spiritual reality b : a judgment, proposition, or idea that is true or accepted as true <truths of thermodynamics> c : the body of true statements and propositions�3 a : the property (as of a statement) of being in accord with fact or reality b chiefly British : TRUE 2 c : fidelity to an original or to a standard�4 capitalized, Christian Science : GOD�- in truth : in accordance with fact : ACTUALLY 





Even in a secular dictionary they writers couldn’t write about truth with out referring to God! The to words are lost without each other. The idea behind the truth is that there is an absolute reality a thing that is absolutely correct and factual. That can not exist without a God, without him nothing is provable, nothing is real.  Jesus said  “I am the Way the Truth and the life, no one comes to the father but through me”         














Signs





Signs,


what are they?


What purpose did they bring?


Why did Jesus do miracles?





Jesus did miracles (signs) to demonstrate his power, the miracles, especially emphasized in Johns Gospel, get progressively more difficult starting with the turning of wine into water through the feeding of the five thousand and ending (the first seven) with raising from the dead. The Idea was to slowly reveal his power and authority to the people here on earth. And John emphasizes in his gospel.  This shows in the way John carefully chooses the miracles he put in the Gospel. John selects only 8 miracles 7 before the resurrection and 1 after. The first seven are very much progressive and  make a statement about who Jesus was.   


 


the 


� John 8:12


� John 5:14-16








