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The Gospel of Mark











Introduction


The purpose of this essay is to discuss the way Mark’s gospel presents.


The gradual revelation of Jesus as the Messiah


Jesus the suffering Son of Man


The large proportion of Mark devoted to the Last week of Jesus life








The gradual revelation of Jesus as the Messiah, in Mark


Apart from Mark’s statement at the beginning of the gospel, carefully stating Jesus’ position as the son of God, Jesus is gradually revealed as the Messiah through Jesus’ life and his teaching. 





Jesus revelation as the Messiah begins in Mark 1:21-27.  Jesus started to teach and people were amazed at the great authority with which he spoke. This must have excited a demon possessed man who began to cry out. Jesus rebuked it and drove it out. Again the people were amazed.  After that he healed Simon’s mother-in-law. This showed that Jesus had power over sickness.  


 In Mark 2:5 Jesus announces  to a crowd that a paralyzed man’s sins were forgiven. This offended the Pharisees for  “who can forgive sins but God alone”�   The Pharisees were right only God can forgive sins. The Pharisees did not realize that Jesus could be God.  Jesus in his omniscience knew what they were thinking, so he validated his words by saying, “why are you thinking these things?  Which is easier to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven’ or ‘Get up take your mat and walk’?" But that you may know that the son of man has the authority  to forgive sins…” He said to the paralytic “I tell you, get up take your mat and go home.”�   The paralytic got up and went home.  Jesus used this as a sign that he was God because he showed that he could forgive sins.  


Mark reveals Jesus as the Messiah when he was accused of driving out demons in the power of Satan.  Jesus replied,  “How can Satan drive out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.”�  The Pharisees knew that Jesus had to be empowered by something in order to drive out demons.  Not willing to believe that he was the Son of God they tried to think of some other way he could do it. It really bothered them, and caused them to come up with an illogical solution. Jesus points out the flaw in their argument, that if a kingdom is divided against itself  it cannot stand. Satan would not drive himself out because he would not exist if he did.


  Mark reveals Jesus’ messiahship through a series of miracles showing his power over three major areas the, the physical world, the spiritual world, and death.  At evening time Jesus said “let us go to the other side” � so they got in a boat and left the crowds to go to the other side. Suddenly a huge storm broke out and nearly swamped their boat.  Jesus, seemingly oblivious to the storm was asleep in the stern, so his disciples woke him saying,  “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” Jesus rebuked the wind and told the waves to be still�  This miracle shows Jesus power over nature.  When they arrived at the other side a demon possessed man approached them and fell down at Jesus feet saying, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?”�  Then Jesus asked him  ”what is your name?”  “My name is Legion” He replied “for we are many” The demon begged that Jesus would not destroy them but let them go into a herd of pigs.  Jesus gave them permission and they went into the pigs who then went and drowned them selves.  This miracle shows Jesus power over the spiritual world, in the ability to drive out at least 2000 demons. �  


Later Jesus was in a crowd when a man, who one of the synagogue leaders, came to Jesus saying, “My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live.”�  On the way to the house men came and said for him not to come because the girl had died.  Jesus replied  that she was not dead but simply asleep. When he arrived at the house Jesus told the girl to get up. She got up and everyone was amazed. This miracle shows Jesus power over death.  In these examples Jesus has shown that he has power over the spirit world, the physical world, and death itself, only the Messiah could have those qualities.


  Jesus then does two miracles of feeding huge crowds one Jewish and the other Gentiles. These miracles show his power to provide for physical needs.�  In chapter 8 Jesus asks his disciples  “who do people say I am?” They replied “Some say Elijah, some a prophet, and still others John the Baptist.” But what about you”  he  asked,  “Who do you say I am?”  Peter answered, "You are the Christ." (The messiah).�  This is the climax of the revelation that Jesus is messiah, Peter testifies that Jesus is the Messiah!


 Jesus prevents himself from being revealed too quickly.  He probably did this because the people of that day did not understand what he as the messiah had come to do. They thought he (the messiah) was coming to save them from the Romans. Jesus came to save sinners not to save Israel from bondage.�











Jesus as the suffering Son of Man, in Mark





The theme of Jesus suffering is illustrated in Isaiah 53.  Mark shows three types of suffering, the burden Jesus had to carry, his humiliation, and his physical pain.  Jesus suffered throughout his life probably as a child (he was a refugee), as a preacher, and at his death


In Mark 6, Jesus returns to his home town of Nazareth where he is ridiculed.  “Isn’t he Mary’s son? The brother of James, Joseph, Judas, and Simon.”�  When Jews are saying someone’s  name they say their given name and the father’s name. The only reason they would not use the father's name is if they did not know who the father was.  The people of his home town, his  old friends, and relatives are deeming him an illegitimate child! He rebuked them saying “Only in his home town, among his relatives and in his own house is a prophet without honor”� 


 All through Jesus’ ministry people tried to trap him with his words. � They would come to him to ask a question with which they hoped would incriminate him.  This would have been very stressful and he would have had pressure on him all the time.  


The largest part of his suffering however is the time near his death. After Peter’s confession that Jesus is the messiah Jesus changes his preaching. A new urgency comes into his style and  he starts to talk about his coming death.  Peter tried to rebuke him, but Jesus said “away from me Satan”�  He saw death coming and did not want to have to go through it,. From then on Jesus had this anticipation until the night that he was betrayed.  Jesus went to the garden of Gethsemane to pray. He was in agony he prayed and asked his father that if there was any other way to take away his imminent death.  He was then betrayed by his own disciple.  His friends abandoned him, and he was left alone.  He was blindfolded and struck by the people in the court and then beaten by soldiers. The next day he appeared be before Pilate, after his hearing he was again taken to be beaten, mocked, and ridiculed by the soldiers. They hit his head with a staff and put a crown of thorns on his head. He was put on the cross and died in agony. That is the end Jesus’ suffering on earth, now he reigns for ever in heaven.  





  





The large proportion of Mark devoted to the last week of Jesus life,





In studying Mark you will notice that a large portion�of it is devoted to the last week of Jesus life. This week is often called Passion week because of Jesus’ suffering. Passion has grown in our language to mean any strong emotion but in this sense it actually means suffering week.


	Mark spends a large amount of space on passion week because it is the most important week in Jesus life. Mark spends 5 chapters (out of 16) on this one week out of the 3 years he spreads the other 11 over.  What part of this week made It so important that Mark would spend 1/3 of the book on it? It is Jesus crucifixion, The time Jesus was made sin in our place and became the ultimate sacrifice. That is the essence of Mark, That is the reason for Jesus’ life, and that is the foundation of our faith. Without Jesus as a sacrifice we would be stuck with rules and regulations that no one can keep.  The law of Moses could not save us, because of our sinful nature. But God put into effect a different plan to save us. He sent his own Son in a human body like ours, except that ours are sinful. God destroyed sin's control over us by giving his Son as a sacrifice for our sins�  During this time Jesus does a lot of teaching and plenty of actions. Including the last supper, Jesus Illustration of faith, the cleansing of the temple, End times prophecy, the greatest commandment, and his example of prayer in Gethsemane. 








 


	


� Mark 2:7


� Mark 2:8-11


� Mark 3:23-24


� Mark 4:35


� Mark 4:39


� Mark 5:7


� Number based on number of pigs Legion actually implies 5-6000


� Mark 5:23


� Mark 6:30 (5000) & 8:1 (4000)


� Mark 8:27-30


� Mark 2:17


� Mark 6:3


� Mark 6:4


� Mark 2:18, 3:2, 10:2-3  and many others


� Mark 8:33


� Mark 11-15


� Romans 8:3 - NLT








