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INTRODUCTION





This paper discusses the themes of, The fulfillment of the Old Testament, The Law and The kingdom in the Gospel of Matthew, with reference to the political, social and religious backgrounds of his original readers. According to Carson, Matthew can be divided into seven major sections. These are the prologue (1:1-2:23), the gospel of the kingdom (3:1-7:29), the kingdom extended (8:1-11:1),  teaching and preaching the gospel of the kingdom (11:2-13:53), progressive polarization (13:54-19:2), opposition and eschatology (19:3-26:5), and the passion and resurrection (26:6-28:20)� This structure emphasizes the kingdom in this Gospel.





Fulfillment of the Old Testament in Matthew





Matthew is a Jew and he is writing to other Jews.  His Gospel is full of statements relating a certain action that someone did to a piece of Old Testament prophecy.  For example in Matthew 2 verse 14 Joseph takes Mary and leaves Bethlehem and goes to Egypt this fulfills the prophecy in Hosea 11:1 “out of Egypt I called my son”.  Matthew does this to show his Jewish/Aramaic audience that Jesus was the Messiah.  By showing how Jesus had fulfilled the prophecies in the Old Testament, which Jews already accepted as canon, Matthew could prove that Jesus was really the Messiah. 


Here is a list of all the Old Testament prophecies that Matthew uses to achieve his purpose�:


�
�
�
�
Prophecy�
Matthew �
OT�
�
The messiah would be born in Bethlehem�
2:6�
Micah 5:2�
�
The messiah would be in Egypt                                                               �
2:14�
Hosea 11:1�
�
there would be weeping (Herod’s killing of baby boys)�
2:17�
Jeremiah 31:15 �
�
The Messiah would be called a Nazarene �
2:23�
No known place in OT�
�
A Person would come before the Messiah to prepare the way for him (John the Baptist)�
3:3�
Isaiah 40:3�
�
He would live in the land of Zebulun�
4:14�
Isaiah 9:1,2�
�
He would heal the sick and disabled�
8:17�
Isaiah 53:4�
�
He will not quarrel or cry out�
12:17�
Malachi 7:6�
�
They will hear but not understand�
13:13�
Isaiah 6:9+10�
�
He would enter Jerusalem on a donkey�
21:5�
Zechariah 9:9�
�
Judas’ blood money will be used to buy a field owned by a Potter.�
27:9�
Zechariah 11:12,13


Jeremiah 19:1-13/32:6-9 �
�






Matthew also writes about Jesus using scripture in a similar way.  Jesus often said to the people that he was the person who was talked about by the Old Testament prophets (eg.  10:35/Micah 7:6 ; 11:10/Mal. 3:1 ; 13:35/Psalm 78:2 ; 15:7/Isaiah 29:13 ; 26:31/Zech. 13:7).

















The Law





Matthew not only portrays Jesus fulfilling Prophecy but he also shows how Jesus “fulfills” the Law.  He said, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” Jesus fulfills it by going beyond the law.  The Law says “thou shall not commit adultery” but Jesus went beyond that and went to the heart, by saying that any man who looks at a women lustfully has committed adultery.� This is what Jesus does all through the sermon on the mount. He says how good you have to be in order to get to heaven without a Savior,  “I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven”�. Jesus tells us that we have to be more righteous than the Pharisees which to the readers of Matthew is an impossible feat.  Jesus goes beyond the law when he says, if you are angry with someone you deserve the same judgment as a murderer�, if you divorce and remarry you have committed adultery�, and you should love your enemies�. All of these go far beyond what the law required.


	Jesus is not restricted to the Law, he shows this when challenged on a Sabbath day.  On this occasion Jesus was walking with his disciples and they became hungry so the disciples picked some grain (which was allowed in the Law) and ate it.  The Pharisees came to Jesus and told him rebuke his disciples because they were “harvesting”  grain on the Sabbath.  Jesus said to them, “the Son of Man is the Lord of the Sabbath.”�  Christ not only fulfilled the Law but was above it.          	





The Kingdom








In Matthew a common statement is “the Kingdom of heaven is like…” Jesus uses this statement when he tells about the kingdom of heaven. 


Jesus tells us that the Kingdom of Heaven is near.�


He tells us that the poor in spirit will inherit it. The poor in spirit are the humble, people who are humble inherit the kingdom of Heaven.�  


People who obey the fathers commands and teach others to do the same will be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven.� 


The Kingdom of Heaven is like a good seed which grows among weeds. At the end of the age the bad weeds will be rooted out and burnt but the good seed will be taken in to the barn!�   Jesus tells us that the Kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed.�  Which grows and becomes the biggest of garden plants.  Explaining that although the kingdom will start small it will grow to be very big.  He also tells that the kingdom is like Yeast�, although there is only a little bit of it, it effects the entire bread! The yeast can be the Pharisees.�  This kingdom is like a treasure that someone finds in a field and sells all he has to buy the field he found it in.  People have to give up every thing and go after the treasure that God has for them.


The Kingdom of heaven is like a net in which Jesus scoops up the fish and then sorts them out the good and the bad.�


It is a merciful kingdom,  like this Parable,  A King wants to settle all his accounts with his servants when a man was brought to him who owed him millions of dollars he said to have his wife and all his possessions sold to pay this debt.  The man got on his Knees and asked him let him pay them back when he could. But the King was merciful and said he didn’t have to pay him back. But that same servant had his own account with another servant. The servant couldn’t pay him the small sum so the one who had just been given of millions of dollars threw him in Prison.  When the King heard this he was outraged and threw the first servant in Prison to be tortured. � That is like us, we are forgiven much but we must be careful to forgive others least our master should do as the one in the story. 


There seems to be two aspects to the kingdom in Matthew. In one sense the kingdom is here and in another it is yet to come.  The first statement that Jesus says about the kingdom in Matthew is “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is near.”�  That implies it has not yet come and in the Lord’s prayer he says to pray,  “your kingdom come.”  In this prayer the kingdom is still to come.  Yet later in Matthew Jesus compares the kingdom to a mustard seed� which is growing to make a large tree although it started off as the smallest of seeds.  This means the kingdom is here and growing. Another example of this is the parable of the good seed and the weeds�. In this parable a man plants a field with good seed but an enemy sews weeds among it. The master says to let them both grow together until harvest time when they will pull out the weeds and put them in a fire.  This shows that the kingdom is growing now.











Conclusion





The Old Testament and The Law and The Kingdom, the three major themes in Matthew’s Gospel  are all related to the readers.  Matthew was a Jew and they were Jews, They all understood Jewish culture and brought out themes that would be relevant to them. Understanding the Law and Christ’s view point it was crucial to them because they knew the law and how hard it was to keep. Once they knew, though fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy, that Jesus was the Christ, they could accept his teaching and take advantage of his wonderful offer.  And lastly Understanding the kingdom is Important because they had to know what the ultimate end of their life would lead to.
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� Carson, pp. 50-57.


� These are only prophecies that Matthew himself mentions as being fulfilled, many other prophecies were fulfilled.


� 5:27-30
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� 12:8
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