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Original Question:


Referring to Galatians, 1+2 Corinthians, and Romans, What does Paul teach about the old and new covenants? With reference to the following points:


Paul’s references to the Old testament background to the Idea of covenant. 


Jesus “seed” of Abraham.


Paul’s understanding of circumcision and the role of the law.


The superiority of the new covenant.


The significance of the Lord’s Supper.


The revolutionary nature of Paul’s teaching for the Jews.





Marking structure:





Understanding of covenant by Paul’s Jewish contemporaries


2.  Paul Understands the new covenant 


What the covenant means to a believer today 


Bibliography & Footnotes 


Relevant bible references
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OLD/NEW


Paul manages to hold a view in which the old covenant has been replaced but the principles and Ideas behind it remain intact.  Paul has very strong feelings about this subject as evidenced here “If righteousness could be gained through the law Christ died for nothing. You foolish Galations! Who has bewitched you?… Did you receive to holy spirit by Observing the law?” �   This passage shows Paul’s strong teaching that the law is no longer serves a purpose because Christ died for our sins.  It also shows that the law was never sufficient to save anyone because Paul says, ”If righteousness can be gained by the law Christ died for nothing”1  righteous can not be obtained by the law but only through faith in Jesus Christ or in the case of Abraham he just had faith.�  Paul clearly teaches that there is a curse that goes with the law and because he kept the law Jesus was righteous but he also became a curse for us.








Jesus “seed” of Abraham,


Paul explains 








The Lords Supper





In 1 Corinthians Paul addresses the issue of the Lords Supper. 


Jesus on the night he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said “This is my body which is for you; do this in remembrance of me”  People then (and today) also didn’t take the lords supper as seriously as the should, and gobbled down the food without waiting to give thanks, and not believing that Jesus had died and rose again.  Which Paul says is sinning against the body and the blood of Christ.�  Many people who sinned in this way got sick, because of their sin. However this does not mean that everyone who fails to show reverence to Jesus in the Lords Supper will get sick. God deals with different people in different ways.  





Paul has a lot to say about The Lords Supper Here are some of the things:


1. You cannot drink from the cup of Christ and that of Demons at the same time. - 1Cor 10:21


2. You should examine yourself and make sure you are right with God before partaking of the elements- 1 Cor 11:28


Anyone who drinks the wine and eats the bread without remembering that Jesus had died, eats and drinks judgement upon himself.  - 1Cor 11:29


If you are hungry have something to eat before you come to church so as not to eat out of hunger but out of Love for Jesus. - Cor 11:33ff





Superiority of new covenant








Circumcision





circumcision is only profitable if you do not break the law- rom 2:25 








Circumcision is not anything in its self, all it does is signify the covenant between God and the Jews. Because this covenant Is for the Jews there is no way it would profit a gentile to be circumcised. What is important is “circumcision of the heart” when you have your heart set wholly on God not letting yourself be distracted and following earthly desires.  





Revolutionary Nature of Paul’s teaching
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